. Map of Raso Islet showing the approximate locations of Raso Lark sightings (black circles) and the areas described in the text. Solid lines represent dry river beds, dotted lines are contours with a 50-m interval. 1965 1968 1977 1981 1981 1985 1986 1986 1988 1988 1989 1990 1992 1998 Source de Naurois (1969) de Naurois (1969) H.-H. Schleich, in Hazevoet (1995) N<)>rrevang and den Hartog (1984) H.-H. Schleich, in Hazevoet (1995) Anonymous (1985) Hazevoet (1989) den Hartog (1990) Hazevoet (1989) Hazevoet (1995) K.M. Morgan, in Collar et al. (1994) Hazevoet (1995) Hazevoet (1995) This study mortality rates, resulting in the reduced numbers in 1998 compared with 1986-1992. Given the sensitivity of the Raso Lark population to drought, long-term desertification in Cape Verde is clearly a major threat to this species. Raso Larks were observed digging pits and tunnels (up to 8 cm deep) in the soil with their bills to gain access to food (as also documented by den Hartog 1990). This appeared to be the most common feeding method, and their excavations honeycombed the foraging areas. Raso Larks have also been observed using their bills to move stones while foraging (R.P. Martins and M. Beaman in Cramp 1988) . These foraging methods probably allow Raso Larks to survive extended periods of drought when surface food is scarce.
Cat Felis catus faeces were found around several of the Raso Lark feeding areas in area 1. A total of 80 faeces were collected and feathers were dissected from them. These were compared with feathers on specimens in the Natural History Museum (Tring, U.K.) to identify the bird species upon which the cat(s) had been feeding. No Raso Lark feathers were found, while yj% of faeces contained feathers only from Red-billed Tropicbirds Phaethon aethereus, 13% contained only feathers from unidentified petrels, 11% contained feathers of both types and 19% contained no feathers. The corpses of 30 Bulwer's Petrels Bulweria bulwerii and five Madeiran Storm Petrels Oceanodroma castro showing signs of cat predation were also located in Ribeira do Ladrao.
No cats were seen during the three days and two nights we were on Raso and none of the signs of cat activity appeared fresh, so perhaps they are no longer present on the islet. However, given the impact on the regionally important seabird population and the potential for predation to reduce the Raso Lark population, further investigations into cat activity on Raso Islet are recommended. The risk of cats being introduced is constant despite the islet being uninhabited because fishermen regularly visit it to catch seabirds for food and sometimes bring and release domestic animals.
Raso Lark is listed as Endangered in Collar et al. (1994) on the basis that the population is less than 250 individuals and the range is less than 100 km (Category Di, D2). However, the extent of Raso Lark occurrence is less than 10 km 2 and the population is subject to fluctuations, some of which may have resulted in the population being below 50 mature individuals. According to the criteria in Collar et al. (1994) we believe Raso Lark satisfies the criteria for being classed as a Critically Endangered species under Category 63d.
